VZCZCXR0956 1 
PP  RUEHTRO 

DE  RUEHTRO  #1032/01  3460756 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
P 120756Z  DEC  07 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  2916 
INFO  RUCPDOC / DEPT  OF  COMMERCE  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHDC 
RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHINGTON  DC 
RHEHAAA/NSC  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEHEG /AMEMBASSY  CAIRO  PRIORITY  0945 
RUEHTU /AMEMBASSY  TUNIS  PRIORITY  0374 
RUEHAS /AMEMBASSY  ALGIERS  PRIORITY  0579 
RUEHRB /AMEMBASSY  RABAT  PRIORITY  0529 
RUEHVT /AMEMBASSY  VALLETTA  PRIORITY  0238 
RUEHFR/ AMEMBASSY  PARIS  PRIORITY  0380 
RUEHLO /AMEMBASSY  LONDON  PRIORITY  0684 
RUEHDM/ AMEMBASSY  DAMASCUS  PRIORITY  0050 
RUEHAM/AMEMBASSY  AMMAN  PRIORITY  0081 
RUEHAK /AMEMBASSY  ANKARA  PRIORITY  0005 
RUEHTRO/AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  3352 

CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  02  TRIPOLI  001032 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 12/12/2017 

TAGS:  ECON  ETRD  PREL  PGOV  LY  EG  JO  SY  TU 

SUBJECT:  LIBYA  CLOSES  BORDER  WITH  EGYPT  TO  NON-EGYPTIAN  IMPORTS 


CLASSIFIED  BY:  Chris  Stevens,  DCM,  Embassy  Tripoli,  Department  of  State.  REASON:  1.4  (b),  (d) 

1. (C)  Summary:  Libya  closed  its  land  border  with  Egypt  in  October  to  imports  of  non-Egyptian  goods  as  part  of  an  effort  to  encourage  greater  us 

2. (C)  Libyan  businessman  xxxxxxxxxxxx (protect)  told  Pol/Econ  Chief  November  6 that  the  GOL  adopted  new  rules  in  early  October  to  prevent  import 

3. (C)  Egyptian  DCM  Ayman  Musharafa  confirmed  November  9 that  the  new  strictures  were  in  place.  Indicating  that  the  GOL  had  given  Egypt's  goverr 

4. (C)  Benghazi's  port,  which  both  Musharafa  and  xxxxxxxxxxxx  described  as  "the  worst"  in  Libya,  had  recently  undergone  some  physical  and  admini 
USED  GAS  GUZZLERS  PART  OF  THE  PROBLEM? 

5. (C)  Musharafa  said  the  new  measures  were  prompted  in  part  by  the  GOL's  desire  to  better  regulate  and  limit  importation  of  fuel  inefficient  us 

6. (C)  The  relative  porosity  of  land  border  crossings,  together  with  less-developed  customs  and  immigration  systems  at  land  border  checkpoints, 

7. (C)  Comment:  xxxxxxxxxxxx  was  scathing  in  his  criticism  of  the  GOL's  ill-considered  and  poorly  implemented  decision,  citing  it  as  a sign  of  v 


